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	HB1001
	Property tax relief. (Crawford) 

Digest

Replaces elected county assessors with county assessors appointed by the county fiscal body. Eliminates township assessors. Increases the circuit breaker credit for homesteads and certain rental property. Provides an additional 35% supplemental standard deduction for homesteads. Provides an additional homestead credit for 2008. Eliminates state reimbursed homestead credits and property tax replacement credits in 2009. Eliminates: (1) school tuition support levies; (2) school transportation fund levies; (3) county medical assistance to wards fund levies; (4) family and children's fund levies; (5) children's psychiatric residential treatment services fund levies; (6) children with special health care needs county fund levies; (7) the state forestry fund levy; (8) the state fair fund levy; and (9) the department of local government finance data base management levy. Changes the formula for determining the maximum permissible growth in certain levies and eliminates the authority of a county to restrict review of levies, tax rates, and budgets by a county board of tax and capital projects review. Requires a referendum on bond issues and lease agreements payable from property taxes or local income taxes and that cost at least 1% of a political subdivision's total net assessed value or $10,000,000. Permits a referendum to increase a levy in excess of the amount approved by the county board of tax and capital projects review. Replaces the authority of a county to impose an annual levy growth tax rate, a public safety tax rate, and a property tax replacement tax rate with a single rate not to exceed 1%. Increases the gross retail and use tax to 7%. Establishes the transportation study committee. Makes other changes. Makes appropriations.

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

H: Author
Added William A. Crawford
11/20/2007

H: Co Author
Added Jeffrey K. Espich
11/20/2007

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Ways and Means
12/03/2007

H: Committee Sched
10:00 AM Room House Chamber Ways and Means
12/10/2007

H: Committee Sched
10:00 AM local time Room University of Southern Indiana, Carter Hall Ways and Means
01/09/2008

H: Committee Sched
10:00 AM Room Fort Wayne Ways and Means
01/10/2008

H: Committee Sched
11:00 AM Room IU South Bend Ways and Means
01/10/2008

H: Co Author
Added P. Eric Turner
01/10/2008

H: Co Author
Added Peggy Welch


	 
	HB1009
	Digest

Authorizes the department of local government finance (DLGF) and local governments to take certain actions related to property taxes first due and payable in 2007. Extends to October 15, 2007, the deadline for filing for the homestead credit and various deductions for taxes first due and payable in 2008. Provides that a taxpayer is not required to have an appraisal of tangible property in order to initiate and prosecute an administrative review of the assessment of the property. Extends to December 31, 2007, the deadline applicable in 2007 for adopting the local option income taxes for freezing levy growth, for public safety, and for property tax relief. Provides that an ordinance to impose such a local option income tax that was adopted after the August 1 deadline for adoption is legalized and validated. Deletes the requirement that, for purposes of calculating a local option income tax rate to freeze levy growth, the DLGF shall round up to the nearest 0.1%. Provides that the additional 2008 homestead credit shall be applied before the application of any local property tax replacement credits or increases in the homestead credit percentage that are funded by the local option income tax for property tax relief. Makes a technical correction to the assessed value growth quotient statute. Provides that if the balance available in the property tax reduction trust fund is insufficient to pay the spring installment of the additional 2008 homestead credit, the auditor of state shall transfer the amount necessary from the state general fund. Requires the amount of the transfers to be repaid from the property tax reduction trust fund to the state general fund according to a schedule determined by the budget agency.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Withdrawn
Withdrawn prior to first reading



	 
	HB1010
	Tax procedures. (Crawford, Kenley) 

Digest

Authorizes the department of local government finance (DLGF) and local governments to take certain actions related to property taxes first due and payable in 2007. Extends to October 15, 2007, the deadline for filing for the homestead credit and various deductions for taxes first due and payable in 2008. Provides that a taxpayer is not required to have an appraisal of tangible property in order to initiate and prosecute an administrative review of the assessment of the property. Extends to December 31, 2007, the deadline applicable in 2007 for adopting the local option income taxes for freezing levy growth, for public safety, and for property tax relief. Provides that an ordinance to impose such a local option income tax that was adopted after the August 1 deadline for adoption is legalized and validated. Deletes the requirement that, for purposes of calculating a local option income tax rate to freeze levy growth, the DLGF shall round up to the nearest 0.1%. Provides that the additional 2008 homestead credit shall be applied before the application of any local property tax replacement credits or increases in the homestead credit percentage that are funded by the local option income tax for property tax relief. Allows a county legislative body to adopt an ordinance providing that the refund of a taxpayer's additional 2007 homestead credit must be applied first against any delinquent property taxes owed in the county by the taxpayer. (Current law requires the refund to be applied against delinquent property taxes.) Makes a technical correction to the assessed value growth quotient statute. Provides that if the balance available in the property tax reduction trust fund is insufficient to pay the spring installment of the additional 2008 homestead credit, the auditor of state shall transfer the amount necessary from the state general fund. Requires the amount of the transfers to be repaid from the property tax reduction trust fund to the state general fund according to a schedule determined by the budget agency.

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

H: Author
Added William A. Crawford
11/20/2007

H: Co Author
Added Jeffrey K. Espich
11/20/2007

H: 1st Reading
First reading

11/20/2007

H: Co Author
Added Dennis Tyler
11/20/2007

H: Co Author
Added Kreg Battles
11/20/2007

H: 2nd Reading
Order Engrossed

11/20/2007

H: 3rd Reading
Pass (93-4)
11/20/2007

H: Sponsor
Added Howard "Luke" Kenley
11/20/2007

H: 2nd Sponsor
Added Lindel O. Hume
11/20/2007

H: Co Sponsor
Added Robert L. Meeks
11/20/2007

H: Co Sponsor
Added Frank Mrvan, Jr.
11/20/2007

H: Co Sponsor
Added Timothy D. Skinner
11/20/2007

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Rules and Legislative Procedure
11/20/2007

S: Committee Report
do pass, adopted

11/20/2007

S: 2nd Reading
Order Engrossed

11/20/2007

S: 3rd Reading
Pass (47-1)
11/20/2007

S: Ret 1st House
No Amendments

11/20/2007

H: Signed
By the Speaker

11/21/2007

S: Signed
By the President Pro Tem

11/21/2007

Governor
Signed by the Governor

11/26/2007

Public Law
P.L. 1



	 
	HB1011
	Homestead circuit breaker. (Orentlicher) 

Digest

Provides a 1.5% circuit breaker credit to homesteads for 2007 property taxes. Makes an appropriation to replace the revenue lost to political subdivisions as a result of the granting of the credit.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added David Orentlicher
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Ways and Means


	 
	HB1012
	Property tax relief. (Orentlicher) 

Digest

Increases the state sales tax by 1% and requires the additional revenue to be deposited in the state general fund. Requires the state to assume the obligation to pay expenses formerly paid from: (1) the medical assistance to wards property tax levy; (2) the family and children's property tax levy; (3) the children's psychiatric residential treatment services property tax; (4) the children with special health care needs property tax levy; (5) the part of the county general fund levy used to pay the costs of committing juvenile delinquent offenders to the department of correction; (6) the school bus replacement fund levy; (7) the racial balance levy; and (8) the capital projects fund levy. Grants an additional circuit breaker property tax credit to low and middle income homeowners. Reduces the property tax replacement credits available to business property. Requires $300,000,000 to be annually transferred from the property tax replacement fund to the property tax reduction trust fund. Increases the state adjusted gross income tax by 1% and requires the increased revenue to be deposited in the property tax reduction trust fund. Provides an additional property tax credit for homesteads and residential rental property from the property tax reduction trust fund. Expands the grounds on which a county board of tax and capital projects review may reduce a proposed levy, extends the period in which the county board may review budgets in counties outside Marion County, requires published notice of meetings, and requires the county board to meet in a room that is adequate for the public to attend meetings. Repeals: (1) county property tax levies for costs assumed by the state; (2) the additional county adjusted gross income tax or county option income tax rate imposed ina county to replace an increase in property tax levies in the county; (3) the municipal option income tax; the (4) county employment tax; and (5) the power of a county to terminate review of tax levies, rates, and budgets by county board of tax and capital projects review. Makes other related changes. Makes an appropriation.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added David Orentlicher
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Ways and Means


	 
	HB1018
	Senior citizen property tax freeze. (Fry) 

Digest

Freezes the property tax liability on the homestead of an individual at least 65 years of age whose annual adjusted gross income does not exceed $30,000. Shifts to property other than homesteads the amount by which taxes are reduced for seniors.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added Craig R. Fry
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Ways and Means
01/08/2008

H: Co Author
Added Dennis Tyler


	 
	HB1028
	Phase out of property taxes for welfare expenses. (Buck) 

Digest

Phases out over four years county property tax levies for various welfare purposes, and substitutes state contributions for those purposes through increased property tax replacement credits and other state funding. Eliminates a county's authority to borrow for welfare purposes, but permits a county to continue to impose property taxes to repay existing welfare loans.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added James Russell Buck
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Rules and Legislative Procedures


	 
	HB1031
	Public works projects. (Torr) 

Digest

Provides that the plans, specifications, and contract documents for a public works project may not require bidders, contractors, or subcontractors to enter into or comply with certain agreements with labor organizations. Provides a cause of action to challenge the award of a contract that violates these provisions.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added Jerry Torr
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Labor and Employment


	 
	HB1057
	Smoking ban in certain public places. (C. Brown) 

Digest

Prohibits smoking in: (1) public places; (2) enclosed areas of a place of employment; and (3) certain state vehicles. Provides exemptions. Requires the alcohol and tobacco commission to enforce the prohibition. Makes it a Class B infraction to violate the smoking prohibition and a Class A infraction if the person has three unrelated prior offenses. Repeals the current clean indoor air law that prohibits smoking in public buildings. (The introduced version of this bill was prepared by the health finance commission.)

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added Charlie Brown
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Public Policy


	 
	HB1064
	Partition fences. (Dodge) 

Digest

Provides that property owned by the state, a political subdivision of the state, a city, or a town is not exempt from partition fence construction and maintenance claims under certain property tax exemptions.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added Richard "Dick" Dodge
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government


	 
	HB1065
	PERF beneficiary change after divorce. (Saunders) 

Digest

Provides that a member of the public employees' retirement fund (PERF) who is receiving a benefit and who is a party in an action for dissolution of marriage may elect to change the member's beneficiary or form of benefit. (Current law allows only members of the Indiana state teachers' retirement fund to make such a change.) Provides that this change of beneficiary or form of benefit is also allowed if the dissolution of marriage occurs outside Indiana.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added Thomas E. Saunders
01/08/2008

H: Co Author
Added Clyde Kersey
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Labor and Employment
01/10/2008

H: Committee Sched
10:30 AM Room 156 D Labor and Employment
01/16/2008

H: Committee Sched
8:30 AM Room 156A Labor and Employment


	 
	HB1077
	Funding for local Memorial Day celebrations. (Niezgodski) 

Digest

Removes the limit on the amount a township, city, town, or county may appropriate to certain veterans' organizations to aid in defraying Memorial Day expenses.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added David L. Niezgodski
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government
01/17/2008

H: Committee Sched
10:30 AM Room 156D Local Government


	 
	HB1099
	Shortfall loans from the common school fund. (Koch) 

Digest

Provides that school corporations that experience property tax revenue shortfalls of at least 5% due to: (1) reassessments ordered by the department of local government finance for the March 1, 2006, or January 15, 2007, assessment date; or (2) the inability of the county treasurer of the county in which a school corporation is located to issue property tax statements in a timely manner; may apply to the state board of education for a shortfall loan from the common school fund. Extends the expiration date of shortfall loan provisions from December 31, 2010, to December 31, 2011.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added Eric Koch
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Ways and Means
01/08/2008

H: Co Author
Added Peggy Welch


	 
	HB1104
	Fire protection district excess property tax levy. (Tincher) 

Digest

Authorizes a property tax levy appeal to the department of local government finance by certain fire protection districts that have experienced growth.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added Vern Tincher
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Ways and Means


	 
	HB1116
	State agency fines and penalties. (Steuerwald) 

Digest

Provides that a state agency may not assess a fine or civil penalty against a political subdivision or an officeholder unless a statute permits the fine or civil penalty. Prohibits a state agency from adopting a rule that allows a fine or civil penalty to be assessed against a political subdivision or officeholder unless a statute allows the fine or civil penalty. Requires a state agency to repeal or eliminate any rules that allow the agency to assess a civil penalty against a political subdivision or an officeholder unless a statute permits the fine or civil penalty.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added Greg Steuerwald
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Government and Regulatory Reform


	 
	HB1119
	Public safety retiree reemployment. (Austin) 

Digest

Allows a retired member of the 1925 police pension fund (1925 fund), the 1937 firefighters' pension fund (1937 fund), the 1953 police pension fund (1953 fund), or the 1977 police officers' and firefighters' pension and disability fund (1977 fund) to: (1) be rehired, not less than 30 days after retirement, by the same unit that employed the member as a police officer or firefighter for a position other than that of a full-time, fully paid police officer or firefighter; and (2) continue to receive a retirement benefit from the 1925 fund, 1937 fund, 1953 fund, or 1977 fund.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added Terri Jo Austin
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Labor and Employment


	 
	HB1123
	911 call mischief. (Buck) 

Digest

Makes it a Class A misdemeanor to make a 911 call in a manner that is offensively repetitive, that delays a response to an emergency, or that causes harm to a person or property.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added James Russell Buck
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Courts and Criminal Code


	 
	HB1130
	Kernan-Shepard study committee. (Crooks) 

Digest

Establishes an interim study committee to evaluate the Kernan-Shepard report of the Blue Ribbon Commission on Local Government Reform and to report the study committee's recommendations to the general assembly. Also requires the committee to consider changes to the operation of the general assembly to make legislative functions more efficient and responsive to the needs of the people of Indiana, including consideration of the cost and other implications of making the general assembly a full-time legislature.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added Dave Crooks
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Rules and Legislative Procedures


	 
	HB1132
	Drug testing of public works contractor employees. (VanHaaften) 

Digest

Repeals the current drug testing statute concerning public works contracts. Requires the employees of certain public works contractors to submit to drug testing. Specifies requirements for a contractor's employee drug testing program. Provides that a contract that complied with the current statute is considered to comply with the new statute.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added Trent Van Haaften
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Labor and Employment


	 
	HB1133
	Disaster worker health coverage. (Ruppel) 

Digest

Provides for compensation of an active duty member of the Indiana guard reserve and certain volunteer emergency management workers under the worker's compensation and occupational diseases law.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added William 'Bill' J. Ruppel
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Labor and Employment
01/10/2008

H: Co Author
Added Ron Herrell
01/10/2008

H: Co Author
Added Peggy Welch
01/10/2008

H: Co Author
Added Vern Tincher


	 
	HB1154
	Senior citizen property tax credit. (Tyler) 

Digest

Provides a property tax credit payable from the property tax replacement fund to a homestead owner who is at least 65 years of age and whose adjusted gross income is less than $30,000. Makes an appropriation.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

H: Author
Added Dennis Tyler
01/10/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Ways and Means


	 
	HB1156
	Police and firefighter death benefits. (Tyler) 

Digest

Increases from $9,000 to $12,000 the death benefit payable to the heirs or estates of active and retired members of the 1925 police pension fund, the 1937 firefighters' pension fund, the 1953 police pension fund, and the 1977 police officers' and firefighters' pension and disability fund.

Date

Action

 

01/14/2008

H: Author
Added Dennis Tyler
01/14/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Ways and Means


	 
	HB1164
	Property tax deduction for model residences. (Herrell) 

Digest

Subject to certain restrictions, allows a 100% property tax deduction for a model residence for not more than: (1) an assessment date for which the residence is partially assessed; and (2) the first three years for which the residence is fully assessed. Provides that not more than three model residences in Indiana owned by the same owner may qualify for the deduction for an assessment date.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

H: Author
Added Ron Herrell
01/10/2008

H: Co Author
Added James Russell Buck
01/10/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Ways and Means


	 
	HB1165
	Homelessness, foster youth, and education. (Avery) 

Digest

Requires the Indiana housing and community development authority (authority) to: (1) oversee and encourage a regional homeless delivery system; (2) facilitate the dissemination of information to assist individuals and families in accessing local resources, programs, and services related to homelessness, housing, and community development; and (3) determine the number of homeless individuals, including homeless children, in Indiana, and the number of homeless in Indiana who are not residents of Indiana. Extends the authority's power to coordinate and establish linkages between governmental and social services programs to include individuals or families facing or experiencing homelessness. Requires the department of education (department) to establish an office of coordinator for education of homeless children. Requires each school corporation to: (1) appoint a liaison for homeless children (liaison); and (2) report to the department the contact information for the liaison. Requires the department to train new liaisons. Requires each school corporation that has an Internet web site to publish on the web site the contact information for the liaison. Relocates a chapter of the Indiana Code concerning the transportation of homeless students to a new article concerning homeless children. Requires a school corporation to transport a student in foster care to and from the school in which the student was enrolled before receiving foster care. Requires each school corporation to provide tutoring for a child who is in foster care or who is homeless if the school corporation determines a child has a demonstrated need for tutoring. Provides that a student who would otherwise qualify for a twenty-first century scholarship is not disqualified as a scholarship recipient if the student has: (1) withdrawn from school due to financial hardship, illness, or a court order; and (2) obtained a general educational development diploma. Requires the department of child services (DCS) to promote sibling visitation for every child who receives foster care. Allows a sibling to request sibling visitation if one of the siblings is receiving foster care. Requires DCS to allow sibling visitation if it is in the best interests of the child receiving foster care. Provides that if DCS denies a request for sibling visitation, an individual may petition a juvenile court for sibling visitation. Requires a court to grant sibling visitation if the court determines sibling visitation is in the best interests of the child who receives foster care. Permits a court to appoint a court appointed special advocate if a child requesting sibling visitation is receiving foster care. Provides that a guardian ad litem or court appointed special advocate appointed in a sibling visitation case is immune from civil liability, except for gross misconduct. Provides that an individual who is at least 16 and less than 18 years of age or an unattached youth may receive shelter and services or items directly related to providing shelter for homeless or low income individuals without the approval of a parent, guardian, or custodian. Provides that an emergency shelter or shelter care facility is not required to notify an emancipated minor's parent, guardian, or custodian if the emancipated minor receives or attempts to receive any services from an emergency shelter, a shelter care facility, or a homeless person or low income program. Provides that an emergency shelter or shelter care facility that receives a runaway child shall: (1) notify the child's parent, guardian, or custodian of the child's location not later than 72 hours after receiving the child; and (2) notify the department of child services if the child alleges that the child is the subject of abuse or neglect. (The introduced version of this bill was prepared by the interim study committee on missing children.)

Date

Action

 

01/14/2008

H: Author
Added Dennis T. Avery
01/14/2008

H: Co Author
Added David Cheatham
01/14/2008

H: Co Author
Added Thomas D. Knollman
01/14/2008

H: 1st Reading
referred to Committee on Family, Children and Human Affairs



	 
	HB1167
	Hand held mobile telephone use. (Summers) 

Digest

Makes it a Class D infraction to operate a motor vehicle while using a hand held mobile telephone. Exempts: (1) a person who uses a mobile telephone in an emergency situation; (2) the operator of an authorized emergency vehicle; (3) the operator of a medical services vehicle; and (4) a volunteer firefighter or certain emergency services professionals en route to the scene of an emergency.

Date

Action

 

01/14/2008

H: Author
Added Vanessa Summers
01/14/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Public Policy


	 
	HB1171
	Autism training for EMS personnel. (Summers) 

Digest

Requires certified emergency medical services (EMS) personnel to successfully complete a course of education and training on autism. (The introduced version of this bill was prepared by the Indiana commission on autism.)

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

H: Author
Added Vanessa Summers
01/10/2008

H: Co Author
Added Dennis Tyler
01/10/2008

H: 1st Reading
referred to Committee on Family, Children and Human Affairs



	 
	HB1186
	Public safety officer survivor insurance. (L. Lawson) 

Digest

Requires the employer of a public safety officer who dies in the line of duty to provide and pay for health coverage for the officer's survivors.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

H: Author
Added Linda Lawson
01/10/2008

H: 1st Reading
referred to Committee on Veterans Affairs and Public Safety



	 
	HB1196
	Various election law matters. (Pierce) 

Digest

Makes the following changes in election law: (1) Provides that an identification document issued by the Department of Defense, a branch of the uniformed services, the Merchant Marine, or the Indiana National Guard that has an indefinite expiration date, an identification issued by an approved institution of higher learning, or a Medicare card is an acceptable proof of identification to vote. (2) Provides that an individual confined to a long term care facility may not be challenged solely on the basis that the address on the individual's application for an absentee ballot differs from the address shown on the individual's voter registration record. (3) Provides that a person who is subject to lawful detention but has not been convicted of a crime is eligible to register and vote until the person has been convicted of a crime and imprisoned following conviction. (4) Provides that poll clerks and assistant poll clerks may ask a voter to show proof of identification. (5) Provides that a voter who executes an affidavit at the polls and is indigent or has a religious objection to being photographed is not required to present proof of identification. (6) Permits a voter who is qualified to vote in person to vote by absentee ballot. Removes all other qualifications for a voter to vote by absentee ballot except for a voter with disabilities who is unable to make a voting mark on the ballot or sign the absentee ballot secrecy envelope. (Such a disabled voter is currently required to vote before an absentee voter board.) (7) Provides that when a voter votes as an absentee voter, the voter's signature on the absentee ballot affidavit shall be compared with the signature on the voter's voter registration record. (8) Permits all absentee ballot envelopes and related voter applications that will be sentto the same precinct to be enclosed in the same carrier envelope. (9) Provides for the counting of an absentee ballot received by the county election board before the close of the polls on election day if the ballot is not otherwise successfully challenged. (10) Requires the secretary of state to publish an analysis of provisional voting in Indiana before the end of each year in which a general or a municipal election is held. (11) Requires the counting of a ballot (other than an absentee ballot not initialed by the appropriate election officials) that has been marked and cast by a voter in compliance with election law, but may otherwise not be counted solely as the result of the act or failure to act of an election officer unless evidence of fraud, tampering, or misconduct affecting the integrity of the ballot is presented. Repeals a statute providing that an absentee ballot may not be counted if the ballot does not contain initials of certain election officials. (12) Makes the beginning date of absentee voting in the clerk's office or a satellite office one day later than under current law. (13) Requires that a voting system purchased, leased, or lease purchased after March 15, 2008, must permit a voter to examine the paper record of the voter's votes to verify the voter's votes. (14) Permits a county election board to inspect the register or other recording device on an electronic voting system without obtaining the authority of the state recount commission. Repeals a statute imposing criminal penalties for the inspection of a voting system without the permission of the recount commission. (15) Provides that an individual elected treasurer of state takes office January 1 following the individual's election. Provides that the individual elected treasurer of state at the 2006 election vests as a member of PERF if the individual is reelected as treasurer of state at the 2010 election and serves in office until January 1, 2015. Establishes 65 years of age with at least eight years of creditable service as the normal retirement age for a state officer listed in Article 6, Section 1 of the Constitution of the State of Indiana. (16) Provides for the initiation of the change of a school corporation's organization plan if 10% of the active voters in the school corporation sign a petition for the change. (Under current law, 20% of the voters in a school corporation must support a petition for a change in the school corporation's organization plan.)

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

H: Author
Added Matt Pierce
01/10/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Elections and Apportionment


	P
	HB1199
	Formation of townships. (Stevenson) 

Digest

Allows a township to become part of a contiguous township within the county if the transfer is approved by a referendum within the township seeking transfer. Allows one or more election precincts or a municipality to become part of a contiguous township within the county if the transfer is approved by a referendum within the election precincts or municipality seeking transfer. Allows one or more election precincts or a municipality to become a new township if the transfer is approved by a referendum within the election precincts or municipality seeking transfer. Repeals the provision imposing minimum size or valuation requirements on a newly created or altered township.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

H: Author
Added Dan C. Stevenson
01/10/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government


	P
	HB1201
	Elimination of townships outside Marion County. (Stevenson) 

Digest

Effective January 1, 2011, makes the following changes in all counties except Marion County: (1) Abolishes township governmental functions. (2) Abolishes the office of township assessor, and transfers the duties and responsibilities of the township assessor to the county assessor. (3) Abolishes the offices of township trustee and township board (including duties and responsibilities related to township assistance, fire protection, cemetery maintenance, parks and recreation, and libraries), and transfers the duties and responsibilities of the township trustee and township board to the county. (4) Establishes a firefighting fund. (5) Establishes a cumulative building and equipment fund for firefighting. (6) Transfers township fund balances to the county and specifies the permitted use of the money. (7) Makes township indebtedness an obligation of the county, and requires the county to use money transferred from the township to pay the indebtedness. (8) Allows the county to levy property taxes to pay indebtedness not covered by money transferred from the township, and specifies the areas in which the taxes may be levied. (9) Increases the county's maximum property tax levy based on the assumption of former township duties, and establishes a separate county maximum property tax levy for firefighting. (10) Provides that the county assessor is a nonvoting member of the property tax assessment board of appeals.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

H: Author
Added Dan C. Stevenson
01/10/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government


	 
	HB1204
	Emergency alert system advisory committee. (Crooks) 

Digest

Establishes the emergency alert system advisory committee to: (1) develop, update, and monitor the effectiveness of the state emergency alert system plan; (2) make recommendations concerning acquisition of appropriate technology and equipment to make the emergency notification system effective on a timely basis in all portions of Indiana; and (3) through the state police department, purchase appropriate technology and equipment to equip local primary relaying stations with monitoring equipment. Appropriates $350,000 from the state general fund to the state police department for the committee's expenses during the state fiscal year beginning July 1, 2008.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

H: Author
Added Dave Crooks
01/10/2008

H: 1st Reading
referred to Committee on Technology, Research and Development



	 
	HB1208
	Referenda for bond issues and lease rentals. (Pond) 

Digest

Requires lease rentals or bond issues for local capital projects to be approved at a local referendum if the preliminary determination to enter into the lease or issue bonds is made after June 30, 2008. Provides that the petition and remonstrance process applies if the preliminary determination to enter into the lease or issue bonds is made before July 1, 2008. Makes conforming amendments.

Date

Action

 

01/14/2008

H: Author
Added Phyllis J. Pond
01/14/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Ways and Means


	 
	HB1211
	Various home loan matters. (Murphy) 

Digest

Requires the department of local government finance to revise the sales disclosure form for real estate conveyances to include the application forms for the homestead credit and the mortgage property tax exemption. Requires a closing agent to: (1) provide to a customer, at least 48 hours before the closing of a home loan transaction, a form prescribed by the department of local government finance that describes certain property tax deductions and credits; (2) require the customer, at the time of the closing, to complete and sign either a sales disclosure form, in the case of a first lien purchase money mortgage transaction, or the application form for the mortgage property tax exemption, in the case of a refinancing; and (3) collect and file the completed and signed form with the appropriate county official. Provides that at the time of the closing, the closing agent must: (1) inform the customer of certain other property tax deductions for which the customer may be eligible; (2) offer to provide the customer with the forms necessary for the person to claim the deductions; and (3) provide to the customer any forms requested by the customer. Provides a credit against the financial institutions tax or the adjusted gross income tax for a taxpayer that: (1) issues or brokers at least 25 home loans during the taxable year; and (2) incurs certain qualified home loan costs. Provides that the amount of the credit is the lesser of: (1) the taxpayer's qualified home loan costs; or (2) the amount of the taxpayer's tax liability. Provides that: (1) purchase money mortgage transactions; and (2) refinancings of first lien mortgage transactions; are subject to regulation under the Uniform Consumer Credit Code (UCCC).Provides that not more than 25% of the credit service charge or loan finance charge for a mortgage transaction may be precomputed. Provides that for a purchase money mortgage transaction or the refinancing of a first lien mortgage transaction, the parties may contract for a delinquency charge of not more than 5% of the contracted payment amount. Provides that prepayment penalties and fees may not be charged with respect to a subprime mortgage transaction. Requires a creditor that offers a subprime mortgage transaction to establish an escrow account for the payment of real estate taxes and insurance owed in connection with the subprime mortgage. Requires a person regularly engaged as a creditor in mortgage transactions to post a bond of at least $300,000 with the department of financial institutions. Requires settlement service providers to make closing documents available to borrowers at least 48 hours before the closing. Prohibits a creditor from recommending or issuing a home loan to a prospective borrower if the creditor does not have reasonable grounds to believe the home loan is suitable for the prospective borrower based on a reasonable inquiry into the prospective borrower's creditworthiness. Provides that if a creditor conducts a reasonable inquiry, the creditor is not liable for determining that a home loan is suitable for a borrower, if the borrower later defaults on the home loan issued by the creditor. Requires creditors to offer: (1) a temporary forbearance, subject to terms agreed upon by the creditor and the borrower; (2) a payment plan; or (3) an option for the refinancing, restructuring, or workout of existing indebtedness; whenever a home loan becomes 60 days past due. Requires various state agencies to form the mortgage lending and fraud prevention task force to coordinate the state's efforts to: (1) regulate the various participants involved in originating, issuing, and closing home loans; (2) enforce state laws and rules concerning mortgage lending practices and mortgage fraud; and (3) prevent fraudulent practices in the home loan industry and investigate and prosecute cases involving mortgage fraud. Requires the securities commissioner and the director of the department of financial institutions to cooperate to determine the appropriate state agency or department to regulate a person subject to regulation, licensure, or registration under both the loan broker statute and the UCCC. Repeals provisions that exclude mortgage transactions from the UCCC.

Date

Action

 

01/14/2008

H: Author
Added Michael B. Murphy
01/14/2008

H: Co Author
Added Jeb Bardon
01/14/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Financial Institutions


	 
	HB1212
	Collective bargaining for public employees. (Kersey) 

Digest

Permits certain governmental employees and noncertificated employees of school corporations to form and join unions. Establishes a five member public employees relations board. Establishes a procedure for the selection and decertification of an exclusive bargaining representative. Establishes employer and employee rights. Specifies prohibited practices. Requires the employer to bargain collectively when an exclusive representative has been certified. Establishes negotiation, mediation, factfinding, and binding arbitration procedures. Establishes mandatory subjects of negotiation. Provides that all decisions, opinions, or awards made by an arbitrator are subject to public inspection and copying. Provides that a proposed bargaining agreement subject to ratification by the parties is confidential. Requires a grievance procedure to be included in each collective bargaining agreement. Makes strikes by certain public employees unlawful, and establishes penalties for strikes.

Date

Action

 

01/14/2008

H: Author
Added Clyde Kersey
01/14/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Labor and Employment


	 
	HB1215
	Common construction wage. (Stilwell) 

Digest

Makes the following changes to the common construction wage law: (1) Requires that the common construction wage (wage) be determined on two skill levels (rather than three classes) of labor and provides that the wage includes fringe benefits. (2) Requires that information submitted to a wage committee be accompanied by a verified statement that the information is true and accurate. (3) Requires the state department of labor (department) to compel compliance with the wage statute by an awarding agency that has divided a public work project to avoid the statute. (4) Establishes requirements for payroll and other records submitted by contractors and subcontractors performing work on a public work project. (5) Eliminates an exemption from the wage statute for public work performed at certain Purdue University facilities. (6) Provides that the commissioner of the department has certain powers to investigate and enforce violations of the wage statute. (7) Establishes a department procedure and a private right of action to enforce the wage statute. (8) Prohibits for at least five years the award of a public work contract to a contractor, subcontractor, or certain persons with an interest in a contractor or subcontractor that violates the wage statute at least two times during a three year period. (9) Prohibits an agreement to pay a wage lower than the common construction wage on a public work project. (10) Provides that a knowing or intentional violation of the wage statute is a Class B misdemeanor. (11) Provides that making certain requests or demands on a worker to pay back, return, donate, contribute, or give back the worker's wages, salary, or another thing of value to obtain or retain employment on a public work project is a Class A misdemeanor. (12) Requires that a person awarded a public work contract by the department of transportation pay at least the common construction wage. (13) Repeals superseded statutes concerning penalties for violating the wage statute and wages paid on public work projects awarded by the department of transportation.

Date

Action

 

01/14/2008

H: Author
Added Russell L. Stilwell
01/14/2008

H: Co Author
Added David L. Niezgodski
01/14/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Labor and Employment


	 
	HB1218
	Eminent domain issues. (Walorski) 

Digest

Provides that if more than half of the members of the board of trustees of a regional water, sewer, or solid waste district are appointed rather than elected, the district may not initiate any proceeding to: (1) condemn; (2) appropriate; or (3) exercise the power of eminent domain; to acquire real property within or outside the district after March 27, 2008. Sets forth procedures to be followed by a condemnor that initiates a proceeding after March 27, 2008, to condemn a parcel of real property for use in establishing or expanding a landfill. Allows the owner of the parcel in such a proceeding to file a request for mediation at the same time that the owner files an objection or an exception in the proceeding. Provides that the condemnor must pay the owner: (1) 200% of the fair market value of the parcel; (2) other damages and compensation for any loss incurred by the owner in a trade or business because of the condemnation; (3) any relocation costs of the owner; and (4) costs of the proceeding and litigation expenses, as permitted by law. Makes a technical correction to correct a reference to a nonexistent code cite.

Date

Action

 

01/14/2008

H: Author
Added Jacqueline Walorski
01/14/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government


	 
	HJR0001
	Circuit breaker. (Crawford) 

Digest

Proposes an amendment to the state constitution to: (1) specify that the general assembly may enact legislation to establish credits, deductions, exemptions, and filing obligations for homestead property; and (2) limit the maximum property taxes that may be imposed on property. This proposed amendment has not been previously agreed to by a general assembly

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

H: Author
Added William A. Crawford
11/20/2007

H: Co Author
Added Jeffrey K. Espich
11/20/2007

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Ways and Means
01/22/2008

H: Committee Sched
Upon Adjournment Room 404 Ways and Means


	 
	HJR0002
	Property tax exemption for senior citizens. (Cheatham) 

Digest

Provides that real property owned by an individual may not be taxed if the individual: (1) is at least 65 years of age; (2) uses the real property as the individual's homestead; and (3) has paid taxes on real property located in Indiana for at least ten years. Provides that the exemption does not prohibit the collection of delinquent property taxes, assessments, fees, or charges relating to real property from the individual claiming the exemption. This proposed amendment has not been previously agreed to by a general assembly

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

H: Author
Added David Cheatham
01/08/2008

H: Co Author
Added Robert J. Bischoff
01/08/2008

H: 1st Reading
Assigned Ways and Means


	 
	SB0001
	Limits on school and child welfare levies. (Lubbers) 

Digest

Terminates, beginning January 1, 2010: (1) the medical assistance to wards property tax levy; (2) the family and children's property tax levy; (3) the children's psychiatric residential treatment services property tax levy; (4) the children with special health care needs property tax levy; (5) the maximum permissible tuition support levy; and (6) the county supplemental school financing property tax levy. Makes related changes.

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

S: Author
Added Teresa S. Lubbers
11/20/2007

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Appropriations
11/20/2007

S: Co Author
Added Frank Mrvan, Jr.
11/20/2007

S: Co Author
Added Edward E. Charbonneau
11/20/2007

S: 2nd Author
Added Lindel O. Hume
12/06/2007

S: Committee Sched
10:00 AM Room 431 Appropriations
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Robert L. Meeks
01/10/2008

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 431 Appropriations
01/10/2008

S: Committee Action
Pass(8-1) Appropriations
01/10/2008

S: Committee Report
do pass, adopted



	 
	SB0009
	Real estate disclosure forms. (Steele) 

Digest

Repeals the law that requires an owner of residential real estate to: (1) complete and sign a real estate disclosure form; and (2) submit the form to a prospective buyer; before an offer for the sale of the residential real estate is accepted.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Brent Steele
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
referred to Committee on Corrections, Criminal, and Civil Matters



	 
	SB0012
	Credit for excessive property taxes. (Kenley) 

Digest

Allows a credit for excessive property taxes beginning in 2010 with respect to: (1) homesteads in the amount by which taxes exceed 1% of assessed value; (2) all other residential property in the amount by which taxes exceed 2% of assessed value; and (3) nonresidential real property and personal property in the amount by which taxes exceed 3% of assessed value. Specifies the extent to which land assessments are eligible for a credit. Repeals obsolete provisions. Makes conforming amendments.

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

S: Author
Added Howard "Luke" Kenley
11/20/2007

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy
11/20/2007

S: Co Author
Added Patricia L. Miller
11/20/2007

S: 2nd Author
Added Lindel O. Hume
12/04/2007

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 431 Tax and Fiscal Policy
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Frank Mrvan, Jr.
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Frank Mrvan, Jr.


	 
	SB0014
	Elimination of state property tax levies. (Lawson, Boots) 

Digest

Eliminates the statewide ad valorem property taxes imposed for the state forestry fund, the state fair, and the department of local government finance data base management.

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

S: Author
Added Phil Boots
11/20/2007

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Appropriations
11/20/2007

S: Co Author
Added Frank Mrvan, Jr.
11/20/2007

S: 2nd Author
Added Lindel O. Hume
12/06/2007

S: Committee Sched
10:00 AM Room 431 Appropriations
01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Connie Lawson
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Mike Delph
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Mike Delph
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Mike Delph
01/10/2008

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 431 Appropriations
01/10/2008

S: Committee Action
Pass(10-0) Appropriations
01/10/2008

S: Committee Report
do pass, adopted

01/10/2008

S: Co Author
Added Patricia L. Miller


	 
	SB0015
	Property tax credit and deduction filing deadlines. (R. Meeks) 

Digest

Extends the filing deadline for the homestead credit and various property tax deductions from June 11 to October 1.

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

S: Author
Added Robert L. Meeks
11/20/2007

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Appropriations
11/20/2007

S: 2nd Author
Added Earline S. Rogers
11/20/2007

S: Co Author
Added Frank Mrvan, Jr.
12/06/2007

S: Committee Sched
10:00 AM Room 431 Appropriations
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Howard "Luke" Kenley
01/10/2008

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 431 Appropriations
01/10/2008

S: Committee Action
Pass Amend(10-0) Appropriations
01/10/2008

S: Committee Report
amend do pass, adopted



	 
	SB0016
	Property tax assessing duties. (Lawson) 

Digest

Transfers to the county assessor on January 1, 2009, the property tax assessment duties of elected township assessors and township trustees. Eliminates the office of elected township assessor. Provides that an individual who was: (1) elected to; or (2) selected to fill a vacancy in; the office of township assessor before November 4, 2008, is entitled to remain in office and serve as township assessor until the end of the individual's current term. Provides that each appraiser that performs assessments on behalf of a county property assessment contractor must have a level two assessor-appraiser certification, and requires the department of local government finance to consider before approving the contract the contractor's experience, training, and number of employees. Repeals obsolete provisions.

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

S: Author
Added Connie Lawson
11/20/2007

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections
12/05/2007

S: Committee Sched
1:00 PM Room 431 Local Government and Elections
12/12/2007

S: Committee Sched
1:00 PM Room 431 Local Government and Elections
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Sue Errington
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Sue Errington
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Sue Errington
01/09/2008

S: Committee Sched
1:30 PM Room 130 Local Government and Elections
01/10/2008

S: Committee Action
Pass Amend(5-4) Local Government and Elections
01/10/2008

S: Committee Report
amend do pass, adopted



	 
	SB0017
	Redevelopment commissions and TIF. (Kenley) 

Digest

With respect to certain bonds issued, or leases entered into, by redevelopment commissions and certain other local government entities for various redevelopment and economic development purposes, provides that: (1) the maximum term of the bonds or leases may not exceed 30 years; and (2) capitalized interest may be paid from the bond proceeds for not more than two years. Provides that certain decisions with respect to tax increment financing (TIF) allocation areas are to be made by the legislative or fiscal body of the city, town, or county instead of the redevelopment commission or are subject to the approval of the legislative or fiscal body, including: (1) consent for tax abatements in an allocation area; (2) consent for enterprise zone investment deductions in an allocation area; (3) issuance of certain bonds; (4) use of the power of eminent domain; (5) applying for federal grants and selling bonds to federal agencies; and (6) payment of certain property tax replacement credits. Includes taxes allocated for a TIF allocation area in the definition of "property taxes" for purposes of the petition and remonstrance process. Requires appointment of a school board member to serve as a nonvoting adviser to each redevelopment commission. Provides that the members of a county redevelopment commission are to be appointed by the county executive and the county fiscal body (instead of all appointments being made by the county executive). Revises the procedures for amending the resolution or plan for a redevelopment project area. Requires, for an amendment that enlarges the boundaries of an area, a finding that the existing area does not generate sufficient revenue to meet the financial obligations of the original project. Requires a redevelopment commission to annually notify the county auditor and the county or municipal fiscal body of the amount of assessed value that may be reallocated from the commission to other taxing units. Prohibits enlargement of an economic development area unless the original area does not generate sufficient revenue for the project. Provides that an economic development area must meet the criteria for an area needing redevelopment. Repeals certain provisions concerning the procedure for amending a resolution previously adopted by a redevelopment commission.

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

S: Author
Added Howard "Luke" Kenley
11/20/2007

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy
12/18/2007

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 431 Tax and Fiscal Policy
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Robert L. Meeks
01/10/2008

S: Committee Report
amend do pass, adopted



	 
	SB0018
	Limitations on debt. (Dillon) 

Digest

With respect to bonds payable from property taxes, special benefit taxes, or tax increment revenues, prohibits a local issuing body from: (1) issuing refunding bonds that have a repayment date that is beyond the maximum term of the bonds being refunded; (2) issuing refunding bonds unless the issuing body will realizes a savings; or (3) using savings resulting from refunding bonds or surplus proceeds for any purpose other than to repay bonds or reduce levies. Requires the local issuing body to pay interest and principal on bonds on a schedule that provides for substantially equal installment amounts and regular payment intervals except when: (1) interest for a particular period has been paid from bond proceeds; or (2) the local issuing body determines that an irregular payment schedule is needed so that total payments on all bonds issued by the local issuing body will remain substantially equal. Limits to two years the period for which interest on bonds issued by the state or a local issuing body may be paid from bond proceeds. Limits the maximum term of bonds issued by the state or a local issuing body to 30 years. Provides that a capital project that will cost an amount that is at least equal to 0.5% of the total taxable property within the political subdivision is subject to review by a county board of tax and capital projects review even if the cost of the project is less than $7,000,000.

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

S: Author
Added Gary Dillon
11/20/2007

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy
11/20/2007

S: Co Author
Added Brandt Hershman
11/20/2007

S: Co Author
Added Greg Walker
12/04/2007

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 431 Tax and Fiscal Policy
12/18/2007

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 431 Tax and Fiscal Policy
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Robert L. Meeks
01/08/2008

S: Committee Action
Pass Amend(9-3) Tax and Fiscal Policy
01/10/2008

S: Committee Report
amend do pass, adopted



	 
	SB0020
	Levy limit exclusions. (Kenley) 

Digest

For property taxes first due and payable after 2009, eliminates the exclusion from a county's maximum levy of the county's levies for the family and children's fund and the children's psychiatric residential treatment services fund.

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

S: Author
Added Howard "Luke" Kenley
11/20/2007

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy
11/20/2007

S: 2nd Author
Added Lindel O. Hume
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Frank Mrvan, Jr.
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Frank Mrvan, Jr.


	 
	SB0021
	Additional 2007 homestead credit. (Lubbers, M. Young) 

Digest

Provides that in a county that, after December 31, 2007: (1) issues bills or revised bills for property taxes first due and payable in 2007; or (2) issues a reconciling statement for property taxes first due and payable in 2007; the county council may adopt a resolution authorizing the county auditor and the county treasurer to apply the additional 2007 homestead credit as a credit against property tax liability or as a refund.

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

S: Author
Added Teresa S. Lubbers
11/20/2007

S: Author
Added R. Michael Young
11/20/2007

S: Co Author
Added Glenn L. Howard
11/20/2007

S: Co Author
Added James W. Merritt, Jr.
11/20/2007

S: Co Author
Added Patricia L. Miller
11/20/2007

S: Co Author
Added Brent Waltz
11/20/2007

S: Co Author
Added Mike Delph
11/20/2007

S: Co Author
Added Jean Breaux
11/20/2007

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy
12/18/2007

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 431 Tax and Fiscal Policy
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Robert J. Deig
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Robert J. Deig
01/08/2008

S: Committee Action
Pass Amend(11-1) Tax and Fiscal Policy
01/10/2008

S: Committee Report
amend do pass, adopted



	 
	SB0030
	Special death benefit for chaplains. (Lubbers) 

Digest

Authorizes a special death benefit for a chaplain who: (1) is appointed or officially designated to serve a state law enforcement agency, a sheriff's department, a volunteer fire department, or a full-time police or fire department of a political subdivision; and (2) dies in the line of duty.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Teresa S. Lubbers
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Pensions and Labor


	 
	SB0032
	PERF vesting period. (M. Young) 

Digest

Reduces from ten to eight the number of years of creditable service a member of the public employees' retirement fund (PERF) must earn to obtain vested status. (The introduced version of this bill was prepared by the pension management oversight commission.)

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added R. Michael Young
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Pensions and Labor
01/09/2008

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 233 Pensions and Labor
01/09/2008

S: Committee Action
Pass(9-0) Pensions and Labor
01/10/2008

S: Committee Report
do pass, reassigned Appropriations
01/10/2008

S: 2nd Author
Added Robert J. Deig
01/10/2008

S: Co Author
Added Karen Tallian


	 
	SB0035
	Public work projects. (Charbonneau) 

Digest

Authorizes a political subdivision, a board of aviation commissioners, or a municipal or county hospital to perform a public work project by means of its own workforce, without awarding a contract, if the cost of the project is estimated to be less than $200,000.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Edward E. Charbonneau
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0050
	Public employees' retirement fund multiplier. (Arnold) 

Digest

Provides that the multiplier used in calculating pension benefits for members of the public employees' retirement fund who retire after June 30, 2008, is increased from 1.1% to 1.6%.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Jim Arnold
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Pensions and Labor


	 
	SB0055
	Average of the annual compensation for PERF. (M. Young) 

Digest

Reduces from 20 to 12 the number of calendar quarters used by the public employees' retirement fund (PERF) in the computation of the "average of the annual compensation". (The introduced version of this bill was prepared by the pension management oversight commission.)

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added R. Michael Young
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Pensions and Labor
01/09/2008

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 233 Pensions and Labor
01/09/2008

S: Committee Action
Pass(10-0) Pensions and Labor
01/10/2008

S: Committee Report
do pass, reassigned Appropriations
01/10/2008

S: 2nd Author
Added Robert J. Deig
01/10/2008

S: Co Author
Added Karen Tallian


	 
	SB0064
	Public employees' retirement fund multiplier. (Rogers) 

Digest

Provides that the multiplier used in calculating pension benefits for members of the public employees' retirement fund who retire after June 30, 2008, is increased from 1.1% to 1.8%.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Earline S. Rogers
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Pensions and Labor


	 
	SB0065
	Possession of handguns. (Nugent) 

Digest

Provides that a person who possesses a valid Indiana license to carry a handgun may not be prohibited from possessing a handgun on land or in buildings and other structures owned or leased by: (1) the state or a political subdivision of the state; or (2) a nonpublic elementary school, nonpublic secondary school, or nonpublic postsecondary educational institution. Provides exceptions for airports and penal facilities.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Johnny Nugent
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Judiciary


	 
	SB0072
	PERF annuity savings accounts. (Kruse) 

Digest

Allows a member of the public employees' retirement fund (PERF) who: (1) is vested; (2) separates from employment; (3) does not perform service in a covered position for at least 90 days; and (4) is not eligible at separation to receive a retirement benefit; to elect to withdraw the entire amount in the member's annuity savings account. Provides that, unless the member has transferred the creditable service earned in PERF to another governmental retirement plan, a PERF member who elects to withdraw the entire amount in the member's annuity savings account is entitled to receive, when the member becomes eligible to receive a retirement benefit, a benefit equal to the pension provided by employer contributions. (The introduced version of this bill was prepared by the pension management oversight commission.)

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Dennis K. Kruse
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Pensions and Labor


	 
	SB0074
	Police and firefighter merit systems. (Deig) 

Digest

Requires all cities, towns, and townships that have full-time paid police or fire departments to use the statutory merit system or establish their own merit system for their police and fire departments not later than July 1, 2010.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Robert J. Deig
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0114
	Vehicle Bill. (Long, Drozda) 

Digest

Allows a municipality to initiate an annexation only if: (1) the territory is noncontiguous and occupied by a municipally owned or operated airport or landing field, sanitary landfill, golf course, or hospital or is to be used for an industrial park and is owned by the municipality or by a property owner who consents to the annexation; (2) the land is contiguous agricultural land and owned by a property owner who consents to the annexation; or (3) all property owners in the territory provide written consent to the annexation. Prohibits a municipality from annexing a lake or pond of at least 20 acres unless the entire boundary of the municipality surrounds the lake or pond. Requires an annexation fiscal plan to be approved by the department of local government finance (department), after a hearing, before the municipality adopts an annexation ordinance. Allows the department to consider the written fiscal plan and information presented at the hearing. Prohibits a municipality from amending a fiscal plan after the plan is approved by the department. Allows a town to annex territory within three miles of a city without first obtaining the consent of the city. Provides that a waiver or release of the right of remonstrance against annexation: (1) is not a covenant that runs with the land or is binding on the successors in title to the real property; and (2) expires three years after the date the waiver or release is executed. With respect to an excessive levy appeal based on increased costs to a civil taxing unit resulting from annexation, consolidation, or other extensions of governmental services by the unit to additional geographic areas or persons: (1) eliminates the restriction against an appeal after 2009; (2) allows an appeal in the first year increased costs are incurred and the immediately succeeding four years; and (3) makes the excessive levy for a year a permanent part of the unit's maximum permissible levy for succeeding years. Provides that an annexation ordinance that was adopted after December 31, 2006, and has not taken effect, is void if the most recent examination report of the municipality by the state board of accounts finds that the municipality failed to observe a uniform compliance guideline or a specific law. Provides that territory may incorporate as a town without obtaining the consent of a city within a certain distance of its proposed boundaries, if the proposed town has an assessed value of at least $750,000,000 as shown by the most recent assessment. Prohibits a municipality from adopting an annexation ordinance, other than an ordinance petitioned for by landowners, after January 1, 2008, and before July 1, 2008. Repeals a provision that requires a town to obtain the consent of a city before annexing territory within three miles of the city. 

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Rules and Legislative Procedure
01/08/2008

S: Committee Report
amended, reassigned Local Government and Elections
01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Jeff Drozda
01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Jeff Drozda
01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Jeff Drozda
01/08/2008

S: 2nd Author
Added Beverly J. Gard
01/10/2008

S: Co Author
Added James A. Lewis
01/12/2008

S: Author
Added David C. Long
01/16/2008

S: Committee Sched
1:00 PM Room Senate Chamber Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0121
	Donations by local units to community foundations. (Riegsecker) 

Digest

Allows a unit of local government (unit) to donate money in the unit's local major moves construction fund to a charitable nonprofit community foundation. (Current law allows the proceeds from the sale of a utility or facility or from a grant, a gift, a donation, an endowment, a bequest, a trust, or riverboat gaming revenue to be donated.) Allows a donation by a unit to be held by a charitable nonprofit community foundation as either a permanent endowed designated fund or as a nonendowed designated fund. Requires a unit to specify whether a donation shall be held by the charitable nonprofit community foundation as a permanent endowed designated fund or as a nonendowed designated fund. Provides that if a unit specifies a donation shall be held as a nonendowed designated fund, the unit has access to the donation and income at any time.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Marvin D. Riegsecker
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
referred to Committee on Commerce and Public Policy & Interstate Cooperati

01/10/2008

S: Committee Sched
Upon Adjournment Room 233 Commerce, Public Policy & Interstate Cooperation
01/10/2008

S: Committee Action
Pass Amend(8-0) Commerce, Public Policy & Interstate Cooperation


	 
	SB0129
	Notice of meetings. (Mrvan) 

Digest

Requires a public agency to give notice of the agency's meetings to any person who makes an annual request for notice. Requires the public agency to charge a $10 fee for providing notice by mail. Requires notice to be given not less than five business days before a meeting that does not deal with an emergency.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Frank Mrvan, Jr.
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
referred to Committee on Commerce and Public Policy & Interstate Cooperati



	 
	SB0133
	PERF COLA and thirteenth check. (R. Meeks) 

Digest

Provides for a cost of living adjustment for a retired member of the public employees' retirement fund (PERF) (or a survivor or beneficiary of a member). Provides that the pension portion of the monthly benefit payable to a retired PERF member, excluding elected officials, may not be less than $180. Provides for a thirteenth check based on the complete years of service credited to a member at retirement. Repeals the current provision requiring the monthly benefit payable to a retired PERF member to be at least $180.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Robert L. Meeks
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Pensions and Labor
01/10/2008

S: Co Author
Added Robert J. Deig
01/16/2008

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 233 Pensions and Labor


	 
	SB0136
	Challenges to a candidate's eligibility. (M. Young) 

Digest

Authorizes a challenge to a candidate's eligibility to seek an office to be filed by a registered voter of the jurisdiction conducting the election (rather than a registered voter of the election district the candidate seeks to represent). Requires a member of the election commission or a county or town election board who knows or learns of any facts that question a candidate's eligibility to: (1) file a challenge; and (2) appoint a proxy to participate in the commission's or election board's consideration of the challenge.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added R. Michael Young
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0137
	Public safety employees. (M. Young) 

Digest

Amends the definition of "employee" for purposes of the public safety employee meet and confer law.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added R. Michael Young
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Pensions and Labor


	 
	SB0140
	Tort claims against governmental entities. (Bray) 

Digest

Provides that for purposes of the laws concerning tort claims against governmental entities and the political subdivision risk management fund, an act or omission from which the liability of a governmental entity arises includes any related acts or omissions regardless of the number of injuries sustained by a person.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Richard D. Bray
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Judiciary


	 
	SB0144
	Residency of police officers and firefighters. (Lawson) 

Digest

Makes the residency requirements for members of town metropolitan police departments the same as the residency requirements for city police departments, town marshal systems, and city, town, and township fire departments.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Connie Lawson
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections


	P
	SB0196
	Local government matters. (Ford) 

Digest

Provides that a political subdivision may not make a payment to a vendor for assessment related software unless the department of local government finance has certified the software. Provides that a check issued by a county for a refund of the additional 2007 homestead credit is void if the check is: (1) outstanding and unpaid for 180 days after it is issued; and (2) for an amount that is not more than $10.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added David C. Ford
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0205
	Candidates' consumer credit scores. (Walker) 

Digest

Requires a candidate for a state office, legislative office, local office, or school board office that includes: (1) the duty to prepare a budget estimate, an annual budget, or a biennial budget; or (2) the power to adopt or fix an annual or biennial budget; to submit with the individual's declaration of candidacy the candidate's current consumer credit score from at least one consumer reporting agency.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Greg Walker
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0207
	Public records and criminal offenders. (Walker) 

Digest

Provides that a public agency may deny public records requests made by a person incarcerated in a correctional facility if the requested public records: (1) contain personal information concerning a correctional officer, crime victim, or family member of a correctional officer or crime victim; or (2) relate to the security of a jail or correctional facility. (The introduced version of this bill was prepared by the sentencing policy study committee.)

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Greg Walker
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
referred to Committee on Corrections, Criminal, and Civil Matters

01/15/2008

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 233 Corrections, Criminal & Civil Matters


	 
	SB0208
	Deduction of tax payments from checking account. (Tallian) 

Digest

Allows a county to authorize all county taxpayers to pay property taxes by automatic deduction from a checking account. Establishes delinquent tax penalties for failure to comply with an automatic deduction schedule.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Karen Tallian
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy
01/10/2008

S: 2nd Author
Added Howard "Luke" Kenley
01/15/2008

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 431 Tax and Fiscal Policy


	 
	SB0215
	Various election law matters. (Landske) 

Digest

Makes the following changes to the election law: (1) Restates county reimbursement procedures for attending the annual election administrators' conference. (2) Specifies the contents of statewide voter registration system reports. (3) Specifies certain procedures in connection with voter list maintenance, and updates procedures for address changes of voter registration records in the statewide voter registration system. (4) Permits a county voter registration office to return to a candidate for President of the United States, United States Senator, or governor, after the petition is certified, an original petition that accompanies a declaration of candidacy. (5) Changes several dates concerning the certification of ballot questions and devices to conform to the date in current law for the certification of candidates. (6) Permits the dissolution of a committee without the waiver of outstanding civil penalties previously imposed on the committee, and specifies that the chairman or treasurer of the committee remains liable for any committee debts. (7) Requires that county voter registration records be updated not later than 60 days after election day or after completion of a recount or contest. (8) Allows an overseas voter to transmit an absentee ballot application by electronic mail. (9) Revises precinct boundary change procedures. (10) Provides that the voting system technical oversight program account is nonreverting and that money in the account is continuously appropriated for voting system statute enforcement. (11) Provides that voters who reside within the area of a municipality located in a vote center pilot county may vote using vote center pilot county procedures. (12) Amends provisions concerning candidate ballot vacancy procedures. (13) Establishes a procedure for candidate withdrawals, challenges, and write-ins for certain elected members of a county board of tax and capital projects review. (14) Repeals obsolete references concerning voting instructions, paper ballots, and special polling places.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Sue Landske
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections
01/16/2008

S: Committee Sched
1:00 PM Room Senate Chamber Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0219
	Lactation support in the workplace. (Simpson) 

Digest

Provides that the state, political subdivisions, and other employers that employ six or more individuals shall provide for reasonable paid breaks for an employee to express breast milk for the employee's infant child. Provides that the state, political subdivisions, and other employers: (1) must make reasonable efforts to provide a room or other location in close proximity to the work area where the employee can express the employee's breast milk in privacy; and (2) must make reasonable efforts to provide for a refrigerator or other cold storage for keeping breast milk that has been expressed.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Vi Simpson
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Pensions and Labor


	 
	SB0235
	Vote centers. (Landske) 

Digest

Establishes the use of vote centers as an option for all counties. Requires the county election board (board), by unanimous vote of its entire membership, to approve an order designating the county a vote center county. Requires all board members to sign the order, which must be filed with the election division. Requires the board to adopt a plan to administer the vote centers. Provides that designation of a county as a vote center county remains in effect until the board, by unanimous vote of its entire membership, rescinds the order designating the county as a vote center county and files a copy of the rescission with the election division. Redesignates automatically as a vote center county a county designated before July 1, 2008, as a vote center pilot county. Allows the secretary of state (secretary) to designate not later than March 15, 2008, one additional county as a vote center pilot county. Repeals the expiration date of the vote center program and provisions that: (1) require the secretary's approval of the vote center designation; and (2) allow the secretary to revoke the vote center designation.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Sue Landske
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections
01/16/2008

S: Committee Sched
1:00 PM Room Senate Chamber Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0240
	Purchases of recycled components. (Waterman) 

Digest

Specifies that, for public purchasing purposes, recycled materials include recycled components. Requires governmental bodies and state educational institutions to purchase recycled components for use in certain construction projects. Requires the state board of education to adopt rules mandating the use of recycled components in certain school construction projects.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added John M. Waterman
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
referred to Committee on Commerce and Public Policy & Interstate Cooperati



	 
	SB0241
	Department of homeland security funds. (Wyss, Arnold) 

Digest

Provides that revenue in the emergency planning and right to know fund may be used to maintain, repair, and calibrate equipment purchased for a hazardous materials response team. Specifies the purposes for which money in the state disaster relief fund may be spent. Provides that money in the regional public safety training fund that remains unencumbered at the end of a state fiscal year shall be transferred to the fire training infrastructure fund. (Current law provides that money in the regional public safety training fund that is not appropriated to the fund is transferred to the fire training infrastructure fund.) Permits the department of homeland security to adopt emergency rules to implement changes to the state disaster relief fund. Makes technical corrections.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Jim Arnold
01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Jim Arnold
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Appropriations


	 
	SB0242
	Tax delinquent properties. (Arnold) 

Digest

Provides that a county may transfer real property for which the county holds a tax deed to an abutting landowner for no consideration or nominal consideration. Provides that a political subdivision that acquires real property from a county at a time when the county holds a tax deed for the real property may also transfer the real property to an abutting landowner for no consideration or nominal consideration. Provides for notice to all abutting landowners before a county or other political subdivision initiates negotiations for sale or transfer of the real property.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Jim Arnold
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0251
	Local unit contracts for imported drugs. (Riegsecker) 

Digest

Prohibits a unit from entering into a contract with a person to import prescription drugs from a foreign country unless: (1) the unit has received a waiver from the federal Food and Drug Administration; and (2) the person entering into the contract is accredited through the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy's Verified Internet Pharmacy Practice Sites. Allows the attorney general to bring a civil action for relief if a unit enters into a prohibited contract.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Marvin D. Riegsecker
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Health and Provider Services


	 
	SB0259
	State and local spending caps. (Delph) 

Digest

Provides a control on state expenditures for state fiscal years beginning after June 30, 2009, that is based on the changes in: (1) the population of Indiana; and (2) the consumer price index for the midwest region for all items as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Requires the budget agency to determine and publish the spending cap amounts in the Indiana Register. Provides for emergency expenditures. Provides for mandatory reductions in expenditures. Requires that the digest of a budget bill or a conference committee report on a budget bill must contain certain information concerning state appropriations and expenditures. Provides that current law concerning business cycle state spending controls expires June 30, 2009. Provides a control on the expenditures of political subdivisions for local fiscal years beginning after December 31, 2008, that is based on the changes in: (1) the population of the geographical territory of the political subdivision; and (2) the consumer price index for the midwest region for all items.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Mike Delph
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy


	 
	SB0260
	Finance in a consolidated city. (Merritt) 

Digest

Provides that the controller of a consolidated city has all the powers and performs all the duties of the county auditor and the county treasurer under law except the duties of these officers as members of the board of county commissioners. Establishes the board of finance and management for the consolidated city consisting of the controller, the county auditor, and the county treasurer to advise the controller regarding the controller's duties. Repeals a statute relating to the residence of the county auditor of a county with a consolidated city, a statute relating to receipts of the county auditor and the county treasurer, and a statute relating to the personal liability of the auditor duplicated by another statute applicable to the controller. Provides for transfer of powers, property, and employees of the county auditor and the county treasurer to the city controller.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added James W. Merritt, Jr.
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections
01/15/2008

S: Committee Sched
Upon Adjournment Room Senate Chamber Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0263
	Property tax deduction for the blind and disabled. (Becker, Landske, Waterman) 

Digest

Increases from $17,000 to $20,610 the taxable gross income limitation for the residential real property tax deduction for an individual who is blind or is an individual with a disability.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added John M. Waterman
01/10/2008

S: Author
Added John M. Waterman
01/10/2008

S: Author
Added John M. Waterman
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Appropriations
01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Vaneta Becker
01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Sue Landske


	 
	SB0264
	County executive. (Broden) 

Digest

Provides that in counties other than Marion County, the boards of county commissioners are eliminated effective January 1, 2013, the county executive is a single elected chief executive officer, and the county council is the county legislative body as well as the county fiscal body. Provides that the initial county chief executive officers are elected at the November 2012 general election.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added John E. Broden
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0267
	Income tax deduction or credit for property tax. (Charbonneau) 

Digest

Provides that, for purposes of the state income tax deduction for property taxes and the state income tax credit for property taxes, an individual may file an election with the department of state revenue to have property taxes that were for the 2007 taxable year but were paid in 2008 be considered as having been paid in 2007 if the due date for payment of the property taxes is after December 31, 2007.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Edward E. Charbonneau
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Appropriations


	 
	SB0272
	Property tax benefits for trusts. (Zakas) 

Digest

Specifies that a qualified personal residence trust is entitled to certain property tax deductions and the homestead credit during the period in which the grantor of the trust is entitled to occupy the residence rent free under the terms of the trust and is otherwise eligible for the deduction or credit. (The introduced version of this bill was prepared by the probate code study commission.)

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Joseph C. Zakas
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Judiciary
01/10/2008

S: 2nd Author
Added John E. Broden


	 
	SB0276
	School debt. (Walker) 

Digest

Requires the department of local government finance to: (1) collect, organize, and publicize certain data; and (2) develop affordability measures that must be considered by a school corporation before the school corporation issues bonds or enters into a lease rental agreement. Specifies the factors that must be considered by the department of local government finance in developing the affordability measures. Provides that in the case of bonds or lease rental agreements for which a school corporation's preliminary determination to issue the bonds or enter into the lease rental agreement is made after December 31, 2008, the school corporation may not issue the bonds or enter into the lease rental agreement unless the governing body of the school corporation holds at least one public hearing in which the governing body of the school corporation: (1) discusses the bonds or lease agreement and the affordability of the bonds or lease agreement, as compared to the affordability measures; and (2) allows public testimony.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Greg Walker
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy


	 
	SB0279
	Property tax assessment. (Zakas) 

Digest

Provides that a county or township assessing official who receives a notice for review filed by a taxpayer shall hold a preliminary informal meeting with the taxpayer to resolve as many issues as possible. Provides that if a township assessor determines that the township assessor has made an error in an assessment, the township assessor shall, on the township assessor's own initiative, correct the error. Specifies that the township assessor shall: (1) correct the error without requiring the taxpayer to file a notice with the county property tax assessment board of appeals requesting a review of the township assessor's original assessment; and (2) give notice of the correction. Provides that the township assessor may not increase an assessment under these provisions. Provides that if a correction results in a reduction of the amount of an assessment of a taxpayer's property, the taxpayer is entitled to a credit on the taxpayer's next tax installment.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Joseph C. Zakas
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy


	P
	SB0280
	Marion County government. (Merritt) 

Digest

Abolishes, effective January 1, 2011, the office of township assessor in Marion County, and transfers the duties and responsibilities of the township assessor to an appointed county assessor. Allows the city-county legislative body to adopt an ordinance, approved by the mayor, that abolishes the offices of township trustee and township board effective January 1, 2011, and transfers all other township duties and responsibilities, including township assistance, cemetery maintenance, weed control, and parks and recreation, to the county. Provides that on July 1, 2008: (1) the mayor of the consolidated city is responsible for the consolidated law enforcement agency; and (2) the county sheriff's department, under the direction and control of the sheriff, is responsible only for county jail operations and facilities, emergency communications, security for city and county buildings and property, service of civil process and collection of taxes under tax warrants, and sex and violent offender registration. Provides that on January 1, 2009, the fire departments of all the following are consolidated into the fire department of the consolidated city: (1) The townships in the county containing the consolidated city. (2) A fire protection territory in the county containing the consolidated city. (3) The fire department of an airport authority. Provides that a transfer of duties between units of government results in the transfer of property, equipment, records, rights, contracts (including labor contracts), and indebtedness. Specifies that the fire department of an excluded city shall be consolidated into the fire department of the consolidated city if the voters of the excluded city approve the consolidation in a local public question. Provides that afirefighter who is a member of the 1937 or 1977 fund remains a member of the same fund after the consolidation. Requires the consolidated fire department to develop a strategic plan to determine resource requirements and resource deployments for the consolidated fire department. Requires the mayor of the consolidated city to establish a professional standards board with responsibility after December 31, 2008, for establishing, validating, and maintaining emergency responder certification and credentialing requirements and procedures. Provides that the requirements and procedures must be in accordance with the National Incident Management System and appropriate national professional standards and certification organizations and boards. Specifies that a subcommittee of the professional standards board, under the direction of a board-certified emergency physician, is responsible for certification and credentialing of emergency medical responders. Exempts from the property tax levy limits any amounts imposed by the consolidated city or the county to fund former township indebtedness. Establishes a maximum property tax levy for the consolidated city for property taxes payable in 2009, 2010, and 2011 that is the sum of the city's 2009 maximum levy plus the combined amounts levied in 2008 by the townships for firefighting. Establishes maximum property tax levies for the county and the townships for property taxes payable in 2011 that reflect: (1) the transfer of assessor and small claims court responsibilities to the county; or (2) if an ordinance is adopted to abolish township government, the transfer of all remaining township responsibilities to the county. Specifies that the balance in the cumulative building and equipment fund for fire protection and related services of each entity whose fire department is consolidated into the fire department of the consolidated city be transferred to the consolidated city's cumulative building and equipment fund for fire protection and related services. Provides that after 2010, the monthly distributive shares of county option income taxes that would be distributed to a township for which township government is abolished shall instead be distributed as additional distributive shares to Indianapolis/Marion County. Abolishes the Marion County township small claims courts, and adds four judges to the Marion superior court effective January 1, 2011. Requires the governor to appoint the four judges, not more than two of whom may be members of the same political party, for terms beginning January 1, 2011, and ending December 31, 2014. Specifies that the initial election of the four judges takes place at the general election held on November 4, 2014. As of January 1, 2011, requires a warrant officer whose duties include acting as a process server in Marion County to successfully complete at least the pre-basic training course for law enforcement officers established by the law enforcement training board before the individual performs any duties for the circuit court or the superior court. Provides that warrant officers are compensated solely through the payment of a salary in an amount determined by the auditor of the county and approved by the city-county council. Provides that beginning in 2008, the city-county council of Marion County may adopt an ordinance, approved by the mayor, to: (1) abolish one or more included towns, the Indianapolis-Marion County Public Library, or the Ben Davis conservancy district; and (2) transfer the duties and powers of an abolished entity to the consolidated city. Repeals current provisions concerning the Marion County township small claims courts.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added James W. Merritt, Jr.
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections
01/15/2008

S: Committee Sched
Upon Adjournment Room Senate Chamber Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0281
	Convictions and elections. (Mrvan) 

Digest

Reconciles certain inconsistent provisions in current law regarding: (1) the definition of "felony"; and (2) when a certified copy of the sentencing order issued in connection with the removal of a public officer must be filed.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Frank Mrvan, Jr.
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Judiciary
01/10/2008

S: 2nd Author
Added Richard D. Bray


	 
	SB0287
	Building standards. (Breaux) 

Digest

Requires a public works contract that is for the construction of a public building or structure and is entered into after December 31, 2008, to require that the building or structure must meet at least the silver rating under the United States Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) rating system or an equivalent rating system, such as a Two Globes rating system under the Green Building Initiative's Green Globes rating system. Requires a public works contract that is for the reconstruction, repair, alteration, or retrofitting of a public building or structure and is entered into after December 31, 2008, to require that the building or structure must meet at least the standards for existing buildings under the LEED rating system or an equivalent rating system. Provides that for state agency purchases, there is a 5% price preference for any electronic office equipment, including computers, monitors, printers, scanners, fax machines, and copiers, that are compliant with the United States Environmental Protection Agency Energy Star ratings. Allows a county fiscal body to adopt an ordinance providing a deduction from the assessed value of a newly constructed building or a rehabilitated building that is certified to meet the LEED rating system or an equivalent rating system. Requires the ordinance to specify the amount of the deduction. Allows the Indiana economic development corporation to adopt rules allowing the corporation to give priority to economic development projects that meet or surpass the standards of the LEED rating system or the rating system of the Green Building Initiative.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Jean Breaux
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Energy and Environmental Affairs


	 
	SB0288
	Various election matters. (Breaux) 

Digest

Requires the polls in each precinct to close at 9 p.m. rather than 6 p.m. on election day. Provides that the time at which half-day precinct election officers change is 1:30 p.m. rather than noon on election day. Allows the county election board to count during its canvass absentee ballots that are: (1) received after noon and before the time the polls close on election day; or (2) overlooked by a precinct election board. Makes conforming amendments.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Jean Breaux
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0289
	Property tax exemption for certain entities. (Broden) 

Digest

Allows a church or religious society that meets certain requirements and that failed to timely file an application for property tax exemption for the 2003 assessment date to retroactively file for and be granted the exemption.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added John E. Broden
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy


	 
	SB0297
	Local government matters. (Delph) 

Digest

Allows officers of a political subdivision to transfer money between departments in the same fund of the political subdivision without notice and approval of the department of local government finance if the transfer meets certain requirements. Allows a city, town, or county to regulate and adopt civil penalties for littering on public property. Allows a political subdivision to make transfers to the political subdivision's rainy day fund after the last day of the political subdivision's fiscal year and before March 1 of the subsequent calendar year.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Mike Delph
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections


	P
	SB0309
	Restructuring county and township government. (M. Young) 

Digest

Abolishes, effective July 1, 2008, township governmental functions in each township served by a township trustee-assessor and makes the following changes with respect to those townships and the counties in which they are located: (1) Transfers the duties and responsibilities of the township trustee-assessor to the county assessor. (2) Abolishes the offices of township trustee and township board and transfers the duties and responsibilities of the township trustee and township board (including duties and responsibilities related to township assistance, fire protection, cemetery maintenance, parks and recreations, and libraries) to the county. (3) Establishes a county firefighting fund. (4) Establishes a county cumulative building and equipment fund for firefighting. (5) Transfers township fund balances to the county and specifies the permitted use of the money. (6) Makes township indebtedness an obligation of the county transferred from the township to pay the indebtedness. (7) Allows the obligation of the county, and requires the county to use county money to levy property taxes to pay indebtedness not covered by money transferred from the township, and specifies the areas in which the taxes may be levied. (8) Increases the county's maximum property tax levy based on the assumption of former township duties, and establishes a separate county maximum property tax levy for firefighting. Makes the county assessor responsible for contracting for property assessment services and for choosing computer systems. Provides for the reconstitution of a township government that has been dissolved if the township attains a population of at least 35,000 and 1,000 registered voters in the township petition for a public question on the reconstitution of the township government. Allows a county to change its county executive from three members to a single county executive elected by all the voters of the county. Requires each county, except a county containing a consolidated city, to place a public question on the 2008 general election ballot asking the voters of the county whether to convert the county executive from three members to one member. Provides that the township board of each township in Marion County consists of five members instead of seven members. Repeals obsolete provisions.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added R. Michael Young
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0312
	County executives. (Boots) 

Digest

Provides that in counties other than Marion County, the boards of county commissioners are eliminated effective January 1, 2011, the county executive is a single elected chief executive officer, and the county council is the county legislative body as well as the county fiscal body. Provides that the initial county chief executive officers are elected at the November 2010 general election. Provides that effective January 1, 2011: (1) the county treasurer, county auditor, and county assessor in Marion County no longer serve ex officio as county commissioners; and (2) the mayor of the consolidated city assumes the duties and powers held by those county commissioners.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Phil Boots
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections


	 
	SB0324
	Penalties imposed by the public access counselor. (Mrvan) 

Digest

Establishes an education fund to fund programs to train public officials and educate the public on the rights of the public and the responsibilities of public agencies under the public access laws. Allows the public access counselor to assess civil penalties against a public agency for violating the public records law. Requires any civil penalties collected to be deposited in the education fund.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Frank Mrvan, Jr.
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
referred to Committee on Commerce and Public Policy & Interstate Cooperati



	P
	SB0333
	Government reorganization. (Delph) 

Digest

Provides that a public employee is considered to have resigned as an employee when the individual assumes an elected office at the same level of government at which the individual is employed. Exempts current office holders and employees as long as they continue to hold the same office. Provides that the legislative body of a second class city appoints the city clerk. Provides that individuals elected as city clerk at the 2007 elections may serve in that office until January 1, 2012. Requires that the members of the governing body of a school corporation be elected at the time of the general elections. Provides procedures to evaluate and terminate all state agencies and programs on a ten year cycle. Requires the schools of public and environmental affairs or business schools of Indiana University, Purdue University, Ball State University, Indiana State University, and the University of Southern Indiana to develop internship programs to give credit to students who perform the evaluation of state agencies and programs, and requires the universities to provide the evaluation service under the direction of the legislative services agency. Makes necessary appropriations to implement termination of an agency or agency program. Provides that a taxing unit whose governing body is not comprised of a majority of officials who are elected to serve on the governing body must submit its proposed budget and property tax levy for review by another specified legislative body whose members are elected. Allows officers of a political subdivision to transfer money between departments in the same fund of the political subdivision without notice and approval of the department of local government finance if the transfer meets certain requirements. Allows a city, town, or county to regulate and adopt civil penalties for littering on public property. Requires the state to pay for certain expenditures incurred by circuit, superior, county, and probate courts, including expenses related to court employees, including bailiffs, probation officers, and court reporters. Provides that each court shall submit its budget to the division of state court administration, and that the supreme court shall submit a consolidated budget to the budget agency and the general assembly. Requires the supreme court to adopt certain rules concerning court procedures and the employment and management of administrative officers. Allows a political subdivision to make transfers to the political subdivision's rainy day fund after the last day of the political subdivision's fiscal year and before March 1 of the subsequent calendar year. Reduces the percentage of registered voters necessary to petition to initiate a governmental reorganization or to provide for approval of a governmental reorganization notwithstanding the rejection by a legislative body. Establishes a procedure for a township to reorganize itself under the local government reorganization statute. Provides that effective January 1, 2011, for a township not in Marion County that does not reorganize: (1) township governmental functions (other than township assessment functions) are abolished; (2) the offices of township trustee and township board (including duties and responsibilities related to township assistance, fire protection, cemetery maintenance, parks and recreation, and libraries) are abolished and transfers the duties and responsibilities of the township trustee and township board to the county; (3) establishes a county firefighting fund; (4) establishes a county cumulative building and equipment fund for firefighting; (5) transfers township fund balances to the county and specifies the permitted use of the money; (6) makes township indebtedness an obligation of the county, and requires the county to use money transferred from the township to pay the indebtedness; (7) allows the county to levy property taxes to pay indebtedness not covered by money transferred from the township, and specifies the areas in which the taxes may be levied; and (8) increases the county's maximum property tax levy based on the assumption of former township duties, and establishes a separate county maximum property tax levy for firefighting. Provides that in counties other than Marion County, the boards of county commissioners are eliminated effective January 1, 2011, the county executive is a single elected chief executive officer, and the county council is the county legislative body as well as the county fiscal body. Provides that the initial county chief executive officers are elected at the November 2010 general election. Provides that effective January 1, 2011: (1) the county treasurer, county auditor, and county assessor in Marion County no longer serve ex officio as county commissioners; and (2) the mayor of the consolidated city assumes the duties and powers held by those county commissioners. Establishes a public safety coordinating council in each county to coordinate public safety matters in the county. Provides that individuals elected to a local office at the 2011 municipal election take office January 1, 2013. Requires that successors of these individuals be elected at the 2016 general election. Requires the legislative services agency to prepare legislation to amend Indiana election law to provide that all municipal elections be held in even-numbered years. Makes other changes and conforming amendments. Repeals the procedures for legislative evaluation of state agencies. Repeals obsolete statutes providing for the option of appointment of members of a governing body of a school corporation. Repeals superseded statutes relating to election of members of a governing body of a school corporation. Repeals a statute related to the filling of vacancies in the office of city clerk of a second class city.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Mike Delph
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections


	 
	SJR0001
	Circuit breakers and other property tax matters. (Kenley, Rogers) 

Digest

Proposes an amendment to the state constitution to: (1) require the general assembly to exempt a homestead from tax liability that exceeds 1% of the assessed value of the property; (2) permit the general assembly to limit the tax liability of other types of property; (3) permit the general assembly to exempt a mobile home used as a homestead to the same extent as real property; (4) specify that an exemption may be granted in the form of a deduction or credit; and (5) specify that the general assembly may impose reasonable filing requirements to obtain an exemption, deduction, or credit. This proposed amendment has not been previously agreed to by a general assembly.

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

S: Author
Added Howard "Luke" Kenley
11/20/2007

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy
11/20/2007

S: 2nd Author
Added Patricia L. Miller
11/20/2007

S: Author
Added Earline S. Rogers
12/04/2007

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 431 Tax and Fiscal Policy
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Frank Mrvan, Jr.
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Frank Mrvan, Jr.


	 
	SJR0002
	Prohibition of property taxes on church property. (Miller) 

Digest

Proposes an amendment to the state constitution to exempt buildings and personal property regularly used for religious worship from property taxation. This proposed amendment has not been previously agreed to by a general assembly

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

S: Author
Added Patricia L. Miller
11/20/2007

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Judiciary
01/08/2008

S: 2nd Author
Added Robert L. Meeks


	 
	SJR0003
	Limits on school property tax levies. (Lubbers) 

Digest

Amends the Constitution of the State of Indiana toprovide that property may not be taxed for general fund purposes of common schools or for general operating purposes of common schools. Provides an exception for property taxes that are approved by the voters. Specifies certain purposes that are not considered to be general fund purposes or general operating purposes.

Date

Action

 

11/20/2007

S: Author
Added Teresa S. Lubbers
11/20/2007

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Appropriations
11/20/2007

S: Co Author
Added Edward E. Charbonneau
11/20/2007

S: 2nd Author
Added Lindel O. Hume
12/06/2007

S: Committee Sched
10:00 AM Room 431 Appropriations
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Robert L. Meeks
01/10/2008

S: Committee Sched
9:00 AM Room 431 Appropriations
01/10/2008

S: Committee Action
Pass Amend(9-1) Appropriations
01/10/2008

S: Committee Report
amend do pass, adopted



	 
	SJR0006
	Constitutional amendment on property tax. (Hume, Kenley) 

Digest

This proposed amendment has not been previously agreed to by a general assembly..

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Howard "Luke" Kenley
01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Howard "Luke" Kenley
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy


	 
	SJR0008
	Property Tax repeal. (M. Young, Waltz) 

Digest

Adds Article 10, Section 10.5 of the Constitution of the State of Indiana to prohibit the imposition of ad valorem property taxes by the general assembly or a political or municipal corporation. Strikes out Article 10, Section 1 (authorization to impose property taxes) and Article 13, Section 1 (municipal debt limitation based on the taxable value of property). Makes a conforming amendment to Article 8, Section 2. Establishes the effective date and requires the general assembly to provide by law revenue to pay, after property tax collections are terminated, obligations of a political or municipal corporation in Indiana to which the corporation pledged property tax revenue. This proposed amendment has not been previously agreed to by a general assembly.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Committee Sched
Upon Adjournment Room Senate Chamber Rules and Legislative Procedure
01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Brent Waltz
01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Brent Waltz
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Rules and Legislative Procedure
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Mike Delph
01/08/2008

S: Co Author
Added Mike Delph
01/10/2008

S: Co Author
Added Phil Boots
01/10/2008

S: Co Author
Added Brent Steele
01/10/2008

S: Co Author
Added Jeff Drozda


	 
	SJR0016
	Elimination of property taxes. (Weatherwax) 

Digest

Adds Article 10, Section 10.5 to the Constitution to prohibit the imposition of ad valorem property taxes by the general assembly or a political or municipal corporation. Strikes Article 10, Section 1 (authorization to impose property taxes) and Article 13, Section 1 (municipal debt limitation based on the taxable value of property). Makes a conforming amendment to Article 8, Section 2. Establishes the effective date, and requires the general assembly to provide by law for a political or municipal corporation to pay after the effective year from any source of revenue, including property taxes, the obligations of the corporation to which the corporation pledged property tax revenue. This proposed amendment has not been previously agreed to by a general assembly.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Thomas K. Weatherwax
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy


	 
	SJR0017
	County officers. (Merritt, Delph) 

Digest

Repeals Article 6, Section 2 of the Indiana Constitution to remove county offices from the constitution. Makes changes in references to local offices. This proposed amendment has not been previously agreed to by a general assembly.

Date

Action

 

01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Mike Delph
01/08/2008

S: Author
Added Mike Delph
01/08/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Local Government and Elections
01/15/2008

S: Committee Sched
Upon Adjournment Room Senate Chamber Local Government and Elections


	 
	SJR0018
	Full exemption of homestead property. (Hume) 

Digest

Exempts homesteads from property taxation. This proposed amendment has not been previously agreed to by a general assembly.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Lindel O. Hume
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Rules and Legislative Procedure


	 
	SJR0019
	Government spending limitation. (Delph) 

Digest

Provides that an Indiana governmental entity's expenditures may not increase from one fiscal year to the next fiscal year by more than a growth factor based on Indiana personal income. Authorizes the governor to suspend by executive order this limitation for a governmental entity in case of an emergency. This proposed amendment has not been previously agreed to by a general assembly.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Mike Delph
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy


	 
	SJR0020
	Removes requirement for property taxation. (R. Young) 

Digest

Amends Article 10, Section 1 of the Constitution of the State of Indiana to allow (instead of require) the general assembly to provide for property assessment and taxation. Provides that if the general assembly provides for property assessment and taxation, the conditions and limitations that apply currently under Article 10, Section 1 continue to apply. Makes conforming amendments to Article 8, Section 2, and Article 13, Section 1. This proposed amendment has not been previously agreed to by a general assembly.

Date

Action

 

01/10/2008

S: Author
Added Richard D. Young, Jr.
01/10/2008

S: 1st Reading
Assigned Tax and Fiscal Policy



